


Tēnā koutou whānau, 
 
It has been a big couple of weeks on the sports field. Well done to all the 
tamariki who represented us at the Kaipara Schools cluster cross-country 
event on Monday 3rd August, as well as those who qualified for the          
upcoming North West Cross Country event on Tuesday 18th August.  
We also had a fantastic turnout for the Tough Guy & Gal Challenge on   
Monday 10th August. Our students embraced the mud, gave it everything 
and had plenty of fun in the process. Many thanks to all the staff and 
whānau who transported kids to all of these events - we could not take part 
without your support.  
Best of luck to all the Year 3–6 students representing Waitoki School at the 
Kaipara Primary Schools Rippa Rugby Tournament this Thursday, 13       
August 2026!  Go out there, play hard, work as a team, and most               
importantly, have an amazing time on the field! Go Waitoki!       
 
This week, our attention turns to Maths. Becky Minton has put together a 
range of engaging activities to get the kids thinking mathematically and   
having fun with numbers as part of Maths Week. Best of luck to our     
tamariki heading off to represent Waitoki at the Mathex Competition at 
Kaipara College on Tuesday 18th August. 
 
Home project details for Ag Day were shared with you last week and the 
details are included in this newsletter also. These projects are a brilliant way 
to ensure we are inclusive and that every child can get involved and      
showcase their talents, even if raising an animal is not an option for you and 
your family. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has completed the Health Education          
Statement Survey so far. Under NZ law (Section 91 of the Education and 
Training Act 2020), primary schools consult with their community every two 
years on the health curriculum. Our Health Education Statement provides a 
one-page overview of how we deliver these concepts at Waitoki, primarily 
through our schoolwide GOAT values programme, the Zones of Regulation, 
and the Positive Puberty lessons delivered by Nest to our older students. If 
you have not filled out the survey yet, we would appreciate your time and 
input. Survey Link: Health Education Statement Survey 2026  

We are holding a Y7 & Y8 information evening on Thursday 27th August at 
6:00pm in Rūma Tekau, Scott Hillman’s classroom. Come and hear from our 
students and staff about our Y7 & Y8 programme and learn what makes 
Waitoki School unique and a great choice for your child's intermediate 
years. Everyone is welcome.  

Our next school assembly is at 1:05pm on Friday 28th August. As always, 
tea and coffee will be ready, so drop in, grab a cuppa, and help us celebrate 
our tamariki. 
 
Ngā mihi nui, 
Jules McCourt 
 

Term dates 2026: 

Term 3—Mon 20 July 2026 to Fri 25 September 2026 

Term 4—Mon 12th October 2026 to Tues 15th December 2026 

 

Upcoming events to add to your diary: 

10 Aug:  Junior Tough Guy and Gal Challenge. 

13 Aug:   Rippa Rugby Tournament Y3-6 

18 Aug:  North West Cross Country Y7/8 

18 Aug:  Kaipara Mathex Competition at Kaipara College. 

26 Aug:  Board Meeting: 6pm 

28 Aug:  Auckland Champs Cross Country 

28 Aug:  Daffodil Day  - Wear Yellow & Gold Coin Donation  

28 Aug:  School Assembly 1.05pm 

3 Sept:  Fathers Day Celebrations  

7 Sept:  Production Week 

19 Sept:  Kaipara Kapa Haka Festival@ Kaipara College 

23 Sept:  Kaipara Schools Cluster Speech Competition  

25 Sept:  End of Term 3 

Welcome To Waitoki School: 
 
We are so excited to welcome our new families to our  
kura!  Please give a warm Waitoki welcome if you see 
any of our new students and parents.  
Our new students are :  
Rūma Ono: Bodie Reay and Rūma Wha: Noah Twiehaus 

Kaipara Inter schools cross country Results: 
Well done to all our Cross Country runners .The highest placing students in 
year 5-8 will now be representing Waitoki in the North West Cross Country 
on 18  August. 
Year 6           
Emily Mason, Arlo Thomas. Finlay McDowell, Nathan Bateman 
Year 8 
Tasman Scott 

https://forms.gle/RJxgjumBHnB77Ngk8


Home Project Information: AG Day Information :    

AG Day and Country Fair are just around the corner and will soon be here - 
Saturday 31 October 2026 is the date for your calendar.  

Animal and Home Project Expectations: 
Children who are not raising an animal for Ag Day are expected to complete 
at least one home project as part of their Ag Day involvement. 
Children are welcome to complete more than one home project if they 
wish. Children who are raising an animal are also welcome to take part in 
the home projects; however, they are not required to do so, as raising and     
caring for an animal is their Ag Day project. 
We encourage all children to choose a project that interests them and enjoy 
the process of creating something they can be proud of. 
Our home projects are designed to encourage children to use their           
creativity, develop new skills, and take pride in something they have 
planned, created, grown, or made themselves. 
Whether it is caring for birds through a handmade feeder, nurturing a     
sunflower from a tiny seed, creating a delicious country bake, or building a 
miniature country scene, each project celebrates the many different parts 
of life in our Waitoki community. 
The projects this year are: 
Option one: Construction Project: Bird Bath or Feeder Challenge 
Option two: Growing Project Sunflower Challenge ** 
Option Three: Baking Project: Country Baking Challenge 
Option four: Creative Project: Diorama Project. 
Please see the attachment for full details. 

**The seeds for the Sunflower Challenge are  
now available to collect from the school office. 
 

Important Home Project Dates: 
Completed home projects and photo journals (where required) must be 
brought to the hall on: 
Thursday 29th October 2026 
Please ensure all entries are clearly labelled with: 
• Child’s name, Year level, Class 
Baking entries are the exception and should be brought fresh to the school 
hall on judging day. 
Entries will be judged on: Friday 30th October 2026 
All projects will then be displayed in the hall for families and visitors to     
enjoy on: Saturday 31st October 2026 – Ag Day 
We can’t wait to see the wonderful creations, gardens, baking, and displays 

our children produce as they celebrate Waitoki Country Life! 

Lamb/Calf/Goat 
We are so excited to open the Lamb & Goat Daycare for another year! 
If you are planning on rearing an animal for Ag day this year, please head to 
skool loop forms and complete the animal registration. 
It is important that you read the rules attached to the form and explain the 
rules to your child. This is very important for the health and safety of your 
child's own lamb or goat, and also the other students' animals using the 
daycare. 
By signing the form you understand that the school is providing a contained 
area, shelter and supervision of feeding but cannot be held responsible for 
the general health of your animal. 
Please remember that your new animal must be born 
between the 1st of July and 15th September 2026, if 
you would like more information about any aspect of 
AG day, please email Serena Bateman or contact the 
school office.    
Serena Bateman and Briar Porter 
Ag Day Coordinators 

 

Fundraising Committee Country Fair Update : 
The country fair Fundraising committee are looking for some superstar 
helpers to donate their time on country fair day to help make the fair a   
success. (31 October 2026). 
We need help with  
• prep for the food stalls (day before 30 October) 
• set up for the fair 9-11am 
• supervising games 11-2pm 
• running food stalls and school led stalls 11-2pm 
• pack down from 2pm 
If you can help for the day, a shift or an hour we would love to have you as 
part of the country fair team! 
Please email admin@waitoki.school.nz with your availability or come and 
see Sarah at the office. 
Otherwise, catch one of the committee members around school and let us 
know you can help. 
This year at country fair we will be running a second hand toy and book stall 
as part of our fundraising efforts.  
We would love donations of good quality second hand toys no longer 
played with or books that would like a second chance to be loved.  
Toys and books can be dropped to the school office anytime in school 
hours.   
Thanks so much for supporting country fair!  
Kali, Riccole, Stacey, Robin, Natalie, Mel, Lacey, Taylor, Hannah and Keah.  



 

 
  

 

Community Page: 

Project Update from Auckland Transport: 

 Improving safety and accessibility on Kahikatea Flat 
Road, Waitoki 

In November 2025, we shared the proposal to install 

a footpath along the northern side of Kahikatea Flat 
Road near the Waitoki Road intersection. Following 
your feedback, we’ve revised the design. The updated 
design will still provide a much-needed footpath con-

nection, while also responding to concerns raised 
during engagement about parking. The revised   de-
sign includes: 

• a new footpath connecting the bus stop on the 

northern side of Kahikatea Flat Road to the existing 
footpath near the Waitoki Road intersection 

• 15 angled carparks with a four-hour time limit 

• Installing a zebra crossing where the current refuge 
island crossing point is (outside 1089 Kahikatea Flat 
Road) 

• No stopping at all times (broken yellow lines) near 

the intersection, bus stop and crossing tomake it driv-
ers and pedestrians to see each other. 

We are proposing that these changes are delivered in 
October 2026, pending approvals. 

 

A big thanks you to Peter at 
Constellation hobbies for his 
kind donation of the  
Warhammer Figurines. 

EZ lunch: 
EZ lunch orders are up and running! We have sushi 

Wednesdays and Go Deli on Fridays. If you are keen to 

take the stress out of lunches, visit ezlunch.co.nz, and 

click on Order Lunch. Remember to order before 9am on 

the day!  




